PLANNING BOARD, FEBRUARY 2, 2010

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Raymond Gingras called the meeting at 7:35 PM.

ATTENDANCE: Chairman Gingras Vice Chairman Sandra Venner, Members Ronald Barnes and Dennis Brodie in attendance. Member John Thomas arrived at 8:35 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion: To approve the minutes of January 5, 2010 with the following amendments: under old business, section A the second sentence to read “The lot now meets the criteria for an ANR”; striking the remainder of the sentence; and section C the second sentence to now read” It was decided that further work needs to be done regarding some definition of temporary structures and revisions of the Earth Removable By-law” striking the remainder of the sentence. Vote: 4 Yes/ 0 No. Motion approved.  

OLD BUSINESS:


A. Dan Mayer/133 West Main Street Mr. Mayer attended the meeting at the

 invitation of the board to discuss the extension of the Special Permit for his property. The board wanted to make their position plain regarding the need to make progress if the applicant wished to have the extension renewed after the May 5, 2010 expiration date, ownership of the Mylar will be necessary for any further extension and these must be presented to the board well ahead of the deadline. (See minutes of 01/05/2010).

 The Board decided to deal with the remainder of Old Business later in the evening and take New Business out of order, in deference to the applicants in attendance. 

NEW BUSINESS
B. Dr Steven St. Germain/ 22-24 School Street: Dr St. Germain has recently

 purchased a parcel located on School Street which runs back to Broad Street; he wishes to relocate his dental practice on the property. He would like to separate the parcel, using the Broad Street frontage as one parcel to locate his business and the leaving the School Street duplex as it is currently.

 He came to the board for information regarding available options and presented the board with several basic pre-conceptual plans for their review. He wishes the land to be in separate parcels, since one would represent his business. Using the Broad Street frontage would make the dental clinic visible from the street and easy for patients to access, accessing from School Street, while an alternative, could easily lead people to wonder how to get into his clinic. Plan one also has, what could possibly be a real benefit to the town, perhaps allowing, access from the Town Hall and Rhythm Café property to his parking lot. People could cross from the practice to the Cafe, Town Hall and the Square. It might also be possible to have some land added to the Town Hall Annex property, allowing some breathing room for that parcel.

 Some concerns exist for Conservation regarding Cobblers Brook and with the DPW regarding a culvert which would have to be crossed for this access to work. Prior to the next meeting the Clerk will ascertain the ownership of a fence currently running along the boundary of the café and Dr. St Germain will have a conceptual plan drawn showing the land division and the best location for his business; he will also contact  DPW Director Spinale regarding the culvert. Chairman Gingras will contact the Board of Selectmen with the idea and accompany Dr. St Germain, if he wishes, to the Conservation Commission. The matter will be put on the February 16th agenda.

C. Bobby Katsikis/ 118 East Main Street: Applicant Bobby Katsikis with

 Michael Newhouse, Legal Representative and Kevin Fleming from Cyprus Design attended the meeting to present a pre-conceptual for the rebuild of the plaza destroyed by fire last year. They are proposing a mixed commercial and over 55 residential development for the 10 acre parcel. The plan would need some changes, since the lot spans two districts and the AR section would not allow this type of housing, all would have to be built in the RH portion of the parcel, this would disallow an additional 3 unit section proposed in the AR, other ideas will be investigated for this portion. The plan includes a 3 unit, 14,400 square foot commercial building with parking in the rear and the front landscaped with pedestrian walkways, the residential component would be 14 units of over 55 housing with garages. The applicant was informed that coverage of 15% or more of the impervious surface would also require a Special Permit from the Zoning Board of Appeals as the entire parcel is within the Water Resource Protection Overlay District. The applicant will file a conceptual plan and return to the Board with such a plan. Chairman Gingras will obtain a cost estimate from Cammett for review of a Conceptual Plan. Mr. Katsikis is especially interested in having the commercial building replaced as soon as possible.

OLD BUSINESS:


B. By-law Update: The Board has received the suggested amendments to the Earth Removal By-law from Mark Kelly. The Clerk will consult with the Finance Director about the possibility of placing this on the Fall Special Town Meeting, allowing fiscal 2011 funds to be used, as the FY10 funds for the legal advertising were included in the commitment, with the Finance Committee, for the payment of outstanding warrants for the Merrimac Commons Project. It is felt the changes are too important to leave until the Annual Town Meeting of 2011. The board will discuss the update and if necessary the hearing and advertising schedule at the February 16th meeting.


Birch Meadow Road Lot Question: The board recognized Pat Chipman, an Ipswich Realtor, with a question regarding a piece of land which lies between Birch Meadow Road and Orchard Street, with a 50 foot access off West Main Street. She was advised to talk with the board regarding whether or not the lot was buildable. She wanted to know how to list the property correctly. The board does not make decisions regarding the ability to obtain a building permit, and suggested she contact the Amesbury Building Commissioner, the temporary replacement for Commissioner Hagopian.

CORRESPONDENCE:

A. Warrants:  Motion To approve a payroll warrant in the amount of
$ 200.25 for Clerk Patricia True. Vote: 5 Yes / 0 No. Motion approved.

B. Appeals Board: The board viewed the decision for J.F. McCarthy Inc for
 several variances at the Village at Merrimac, no action was taken.
ADJOURNMENT: 10:23 PM

