ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MERRIMAC MUNICIPAL LIGHT DEPARTMENT

YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2010
The Board of Light Commissioners and Manager are pleased to submit the Annual Report of the Merrimac Municipal Light Department for the year 2010.

NEW SERVICES: During 2010 there were a total of 16 new electrical services added to the town's electric distribution system.  The total number of electric meters in service at year's end was 2,785.

SYSTEM UPGRADES: We are looking to reconfigure our existing transmission source by adding a second supply line to the Burnside substation in Merrimac. The line will be a backup source of electricity in case the existing line goes down for any reason. The new line will start at the Amesbury town line on Middle Street, run to Emery Street, run down Emery Street to the Burnside substation. The line will be a 23,000 volt line supplied from the new National Grid substation in Amesbury, which was finished earlier this year. We feel this line is necessary to improve our reliability to the Merrimac residents and businesses we supply with electricity.  
Power Supply: We are constantly looking for new sources of electricity at lower prices to keep the cost of electricity lower to our customers and still be environmentally conscious. 
One of those opportunities is wind power. Merrimac has signed a long term contract with a wind farm for lower cost electricity to be supplied to Merrimac starting in 2012. The wind farm will produce 20 MW of intermittent power of which Merrimac will take 1.45%.
Buying into generation plants, whether they are renewable or fossil fueled, at a low cost will reduce the amount of energy Merrimac will have to buy in the ISO, Day Ahead or Real Time energy market, at significantly higher prices. Owning generation also gives you opportunities to be paid by the market instead of paying into the market.
The new world of power supply is quite interesting and complicated. We will do our best as a municipal light department to bring you, our customers, the lowest possible electric rates and the best service.  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE TOWN:


In Lieu of Tax Payment:
$15,000.00

Unbilled Streetlight Usage:
$18,261.77
COMMUNITY: The Merrimac Light Department is a Public Utility, that means it is owned by its rate payers and not by a board of directors like the investor owned utilities. That means that when you call or come into the office you get to talk to a person, someone who will help you with questions that you may have about your bill or your electric service. We at the Merrimac Light and Water Department are here to serve the community.

    The people who make this utility work for you, the employees and Commissioners, are the people who made this year work for all of us.  They deserve our praise and my gratitude.

Respectfully submitted, 




Daniel Folding, Manager
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